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It was at 5 .a, m. Wednesday

ing, April 18 that a violent earthquake shock or series
shocks that lasted three minutes in which the largest ahd
ot substantial business blocks, shook, swayed, tottered and
burying thousands of people in their ruius-
ire broke out and the fire department could do little to
y the flames before their power house and apparatus were
wrecked With the falhng of the buildings fire broke

in maty" dlﬂ'eren’tfplwez

and the latest tepor

, ‘'which are

pgrams from. Oakland, across the bay from San Francisco,
te that at 11'p. m.] Wdinesdav night the whole city seems

pmed, . The helegr#p
ly in the day and no,
ne of horrors except @

nds aghast.

ation at San’*

Ie graphic word’ cd
seen at some distance away.
At this dreadful catastrophe the whole
In twenty-four hours one of our most, sub-

zxsco was wrecked
come from the

American continent

ntial and progtessive cigles is, mﬂucgd to dust and ashes,
h no single home of its many, ﬁb&sands unharmed.
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ily, a special bulletin sent by the Associated press at 2 a.

this morning, which says that the latest reports indicate
tcondxtxons are much worse thnn at ﬁrsg reported.
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BOUT DlVlSION

ME LIGHT THROWN. ON
THIS QUESTION.
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ddging frém” two  comniunlca-
ns from Wanchula reneived at
is office some of the citizens of
at place are very ignorant of the

he facts about  division. . We

ote one of the letters:
Wauchuh Florldt ‘——l?th 1906.
. CHAMPION, .
Arcacha
R SIR:
t seems that since thﬁ“,‘mmty Div-
0N question hugot qp Elt you are
sell only and’ not e at
.50 T will ask yéll dueoutlnﬁe
paper at once. f!

P

*

Either “‘ﬂfw‘ has been gross-
deceived on the subject or he is
e of those who will ot learn the
ith because he has already made
) his mind against it. We will
behevq the latter and in the
pe that he may see why division
ot hest for the people in gener-
and certainly not for himself in
rticular, we submit the follow-
g facts that are true and can be
rified by the county records.
ur éorresﬁdndent W 1 man of
mily who wants to see his family
perly educated, and division as
will affect the schools of his
unty, providing he gets a new
unty, should have a very promi-
nt place in his mind. Now for

4

: aauoment of

‘ coﬁd'tﬁb

sions and the state tax from this
we have considerably less than
$15,000 which would be, if the
N | county is dl\ndefl, the proportion
due ead;‘codnty@ This sum must
penses of the.county
lwh as county ‘courts, roads,
bridges, commissioners’ expenses
as well as many other expenses,
‘besides the schools.

The Wauchula end of the county
has a larger proportion’ of schools
than any other, almost éne half of
those in the county being located
in the proposed northern county.
The schools in that territory last
year cost aimost, if not quite, as
much as the entire tax coflected
from that part of the county.

The State law fixes the limit of

‘|school tax at eight mills, with af

oo 258 hﬂ

diwm; mills special, dis-
trict tax eleven mills in all.
YHAHUtS 14 a5y thia. eleven
mills school tax, but that but pays
a little more than half that the
schools in her territory have cost
the county.

‘Division means either reducing
the number of months of schools
or ingreasing the tax. As the tax
is already up to the State limit the
only way the schools can be kept
up to their present condition is by
an increased assessment value.
This increased assessment cannot

be used for school tax alone, for
the State gets its divide and Wau-
chula county would pay consider-
ably more than her pro mt of the
State taxes, !

To oug Division friends we
would say, ""Count the cost."’

We earnestly recommend that

erd lfhey take time to give an ‘unpreju-
d | diced investigation before thcy vgte i

for divwion

“';m
tax{ The air seems to be full of ¢

e

n ﬁvimon these days.

Division.

’

It is division
'of me and divislon south of

. 16 '}

so blind 1 cannot see that it is best. i
That sometime it may be ad-
vmable I do not guestion but that
1t is time now I seriously doubt,
I trust I am self uucnﬁcmg
enough to))c willing to pay -somc1

'but so far I have been unable to’

very few and they, only where the
new connty seats may be located.

In the first place neither Polk or
DeSoto  are ' densely  enough
poptilated to warrant a division.
We only have a reasonably dense)
population on the western border,
and it must be some years before

the eastern portion of the county
is settled tp any extent,

Tt does not seem to me it ought
to take very long or very deep
investigation to see that three sets
of county officers will cost greatly
more than one.

It is said there will not be so

much to do. We can get cheaper
men, For one I have had enough
of cheap men and if any of you go
to sell a piece of DeSoto county
land and get an abstract of title if
you don't see the trail of cheap
men all through thié abstract of
title then ynur experience will be
vastly different from mine, The
talk that'the rate of taxation is
limited is.only to mislead while it
is true the rate is Jimited the
valuation is not and it will be
found it takes more hard earned
dollars to settle the tax collector’s
bill after division than before and
that to continue year after year,

Neithér can I sée that an acre
of my Florida sand will produce a
bushel more corn or potatoes or
take a drop less sweat out of me or
the old white mule or a pound
less fertilizer after division than
before.

Though the new county might
be named Paradise and the county
geat Beulah to me these are some
of the facts that I have to face
squarely.

I have been -a tax payer
now for nearly a quarter of a
century and the tax receipts signed
by the collector of Manatee county,
which it was twenty-five years ago,
and the same receipt signed by the
collector of DeSoto county, as it
now is, have a sobering effect on-a
man and there are a good many of
you'that ought to ‘be able to get
| the same kind of evidence. If you
really enjoy paying taxes then of
course you will vote for division.
I get all of it I really enjoy as it is.
I live about as far from a county
seat as the most of the citizens of
DeSoto and 1 do not see thatI
have suffered: greatly in flesh
morals or purse. If I geét to where
I capnot go any further without
seeing the eounty seat the A. C.
L. gives cheap excursions every
sunimer and 1 can go to Arcadia
and spend a day or two and .pay
railroad fare a good many times
over rat.her than spttle the ad-
Gitional taxes ‘that division’ will
mean to me and every  other, man
that is trying to get gnts and
Telothes out of Florida sand.

Mcx
Bowlmg Green }J]VING,

g iid;d ‘Brom,

} 1 EpITOR. ﬂllAﬁld'k CWill you
kindly allow the writer a little

here

" | valuablé space in your most excel-

2 ; aper to ask a_few gquestions
fning the sub’iéct of éoﬂnty
?
We would hke to see it published
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STATE W C T U»

AN ACCOUNT. OP THBIR MEET-
ING AT (lAlNESVILLE

»gomll\ portion of my nughbnrw{ The Woman's Christian Tentper-

ance Union of Florida met in

most drE'ldful dlsaster that ll'lb ever vtSlted the‘sec where it will benefit only a annual session at Gainesville on

April 10-13, PFifty-four delegates
Lwere in attendance every part of
the state being represented, from
Myers to Tallahassee and

The sessions were held ‘in the
Baptist church each day and at
night in the large public school
nudltonum While the day meet-
1ngs were largely occupied by the
business of the organization and
attended mainly by ladies inter-
ested in temperance the night
meetings were more on the order
of instruction and entertainment,
and were largely attended by
ladies, children and gentlemen.
Very interesting programs were
given each of the three nights
during the session. The opening
night was devoted to addresses of
welcome by the mayor and other
public men of Gainesville, re-
sponded to by the W. C.T.
workers, fine music by local
talent, etc. ‘The second night
Mrs. Newton, of Virginia, made
an injeresting address.  Mrs.
Newton is one of the National
Organizers who has been spending
the winter in Florida and hers
were words of wisdom eagerly

listened to.
The last night was the most

Jargely attended by all for three
young men and three young
women from the Gainesville public
school gave temperance recitations
for a W. C. T U, Medal Contest.
The recitations of each of the
young people were applauded and
each one was remembered by gifts
of lovely flowers. /The son of
Tom McBeath—young Tom-=—won
first prize of the boys. His work
was excellent, A pleasant feature
of the evening was marching to
music of a band of thirty or so
white clad girls who waved white
flags and sang a temperance Song.
Two little misses from Jackson-

ville, aged eight and six recited to
the ‘unbounded delight and ap-
plause of the large audience.

The elegant home of Mayor
Thomas was thrown open for a
reception to the W. C. T. U. dele-
gates one afternoon, when a
couple of hours, from 4 to 6 p. m.,
was spent in delightful social con-
verse; light refreshments were
served, A carriage drive was also
tendered the visiting guests who
were delighted with the many
elegant homes, the lovely shaded
strests and the substantial business

houses.
The Gainesville W, C.T. U. is

about sixty stronig and by their
efforts Gainesville is supplied with
a public drinking fountain, at a
cost of over $500. This fountain
runs ice water during the summer,
the gentlemen of the city con-
tributing  to the ice fund, The
State Convention met at the
fountain at the close of the carriage
drives and held a little  praise
service to commemorate the
| placing of the fountain.

The Convyention elected as state
officials the following: For presi-
dent Miss Minnie E. Neal, of
DeLand, whose annual  address
was on this. occasion a very able
effort; for vice-president Mrs. W.

V, Knott, of Tallahassee, who

‘the

MRS RERRaATE V.

served i the .same capacity lpst
véar Mrs, Anthony. of Lake City,
was elected corresponding
secretary; Mrs. Dean, of l)d..nhl
recording ‘Secrétary, 'and’ Mys.,
Doig, of Gainesviile, treasurer. A
number of district presidents were
appointed, Mrs. Laycock, of Ft.
Myers, for our end of the state,
The Ft, Myers union also whs
predented a banner given for the
unfon making the largest increase
in membership for the past vear,

Several of the superintendents of
different departments were changed
Awing'to résighatioh or removal jof
former superintendents. It was
noticeable that the state orgami-
zation is now .lrgel) Lompmul of
new material, many of the old
officials, uthcr ing left llvc
state or rc@.ﬂ‘kd S Tavet of
younger ‘md more active members.
Prominent among the life lo‘)g
workers who werg inv"mtcnduncefm
Jainesyille Comvention weére
Mrs. L. B. Frencliy of Alachua
county, an eighty veimL old vetefan
who is spry_and aletf in thm\jht
as any member who was théfe.
Mrs. Crews, anothier mother jin
Israel, from Jackontille, shed Ehe
benediction of her presence, giv{hg

U, | words of hielp and comfort. i

Perhaps the mogt  important
resolution passed: by the | Can-
vention '« was the on,é goneerning
the securing of ‘temperance legis-
lators, the local unions being urged
to throw their influence to eléct
men to the. next legislature who
will promise to vote for temperagice
legislation. Another resolutiort.of
almost equal importance was one
asking the uniofis to dondte ten
cents of each annual membership
fee to a fund for expenses; in don-
dueting a temperanece Lpolitieal
campaign,, the said fund toihe
plaged  in; the hands - of” state
president, Miss Neal, of DelLand,
who is also superintendent of the
temperance legislationr” department
of the W. C. U, A new editor
was. chosen for ' the temperance
column in the Times-Union, Mrs.
Adams, and the organization vated
to pay the presidents expenses to
the National Couvention.

Many other measures of m-
portance came before the body,
but time and space fnrlmls further
mention now. " oy

The delegates left for their
homes on Friday feeling that the
meeting had been one of the best
ever held in the state. The spirit
of harmony and good fellowship
that prevailed was very noticedble.
The hospitality of the people, the
beauty of the city, and the good
work accomplished will not be
soon forgotten.

Ladies’ Friday Musicale.
The Ladies’ Frjday Musicale
met with Mrs. J. H. Treadwell
April 13.

Following was the program:
Pioneer, Vernar

Mrs. W. H. Seward
Silvery Showers..........ooii
Mrs. Mitchell

‘I'Duett, Melody of Love, Engelman,
Mesdames Chollar and R. E. Brown
Beautiful Star of Heaven,
Drumbheller
Mrs. R. E. Whidden
Rustic Dance, Howard
Mrs. J. N. Hollingsworth

Love's Lament, Eaton
Mrs. R. E. Brown

After a short business session
the club adjourned to meet with
Mrs, Seward, April 20,

The weather is quite cool for
this time of year,




